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1 Getting Started
1.1 Starting True Launch Bar

True Launch Bar uses the same methods as does the standard Quick Launch bar. To launch (open)
TLB, right-click on the task bar, then select the “Toolbars” submenu, and then click on the “True
Launch Bar...” item.

Addres

Windows Media Player
Links
v Language har

True Launch Bar...
Show the Desktop

Desktop |
Quick Launch Task Manager

Mew Toolbar. .. v Lock the Taskbar
Properties

True Launch Bar started for the first time contains all the Quick Launch bar shortcuts, so Quick
Launch bar can be now disabled. Unfortunately, the size and position of the icons may slightly
differ from size and position of icons within Quick Launch bar.

1.2 Basic methods of using True Launch Bar

We have tried to use the most common interface items in True Launch Bar, so, you shouldn’t face
great difficulties setting up and using it. All the settings are available through the context menu.
Simply right-click on the toolbar to open the context menu. The content of the context menu
depends on the object you clicked on; however, there are common menu items too. You should also
be aware that the content of the context menu can be defined in the settings. To open the complete
context menu, bypassing the custom definitions, hold down the CTRL+SHIFT keys on the
keyboard while right-clicking on the object.

The second major technology adopted in the program is Drag&Drop. You can drag any object to
just about any place on the toolbar or on the menu. You can even create new shortcuts using
Drag&Drop. Both the left and the right mouse buttons can be used for dragging objects. When the
right mouse button is used, True Launch Bar will show the menu of the applicable actions when the
mouse button is released.

While you are dragging an object, True Launch Bar will mark the position where the object will be
placed with a special marker. If the marker is not being displayed, it means that True Launch Bar
will run the selected shortcut and pass the dragged file as a parameter. If you select a folder or
folder shortcut, the file will be copied / moved to the selected folder. This feature can be used, for
instance, to open some text file with Notepad — just drop the file to be opened on the Notepad
shortcut.

Please note the events the insertion marker appears for. For the regular menus, the insertion marker
appears when you are carrying an object over the top or bottom edge of the menu item. If the menu
is in the Icons Only or Icons with Text view mode, the marker will appear when you are carrying an
object over the left or right edge of the menu item, for that is where it will be inserted even if the
menu has only one column in it.



1.3 True Launch Bar objects

All objects that appear on the toolbar or menus are buttons. Here is the list of the most common
button types.

* Shortcuts and files are the primary button types. Clicking on a shortcut or file button
normally launches the corresponding application.

* Menus — menu or folder — may contain any objects, including other menus. The level of
nesting and the number of objects within a menu are not limited.

* Separators are a special button type, which appears as a vertical or horizontal separator bar.
Separators can be used for grouping buttons within a menu. Besides that, when menu
buttons are sorted, the sorting will apply only to groups of items limited by the separators.

* Titles are separators with text.

* Plugins are special buttons that extend True Launch Bar’s capabilities. Plugins can be both
menus and regular buttons. The content and functionality of the buttons depend on a
particular plugin.

All True Launch Bar objects, except for separators and titles, are files physically. Those files are
located in the special folder called the toolbar folder. To find out where the folder is located, unlock
the toolbar (Windows XP only), then right-click on the toolbar separator on the left and then select
“Open” on the menu that appears:

—
View L4
Show text
Refresh
Mew L
TLE Settings...

Switch toolbar »

Close Toolbar
Toolbars »

Cascade Windows

Tile Windows Horizontally
Tile Windows Vertically
Show the Desktop

Task Manager

Lock the Taskbar
Properties

A toolbar folder contains all the toolbar settings, shortcuts, plugins, and menus. Some files in the
folder are hidden. If you want to see those files, you will need to enable showing hidden files in
Windows Explorer settings.

You can also move any object from the toolbar to any other folder using the Drag&Drop technique.



1.4 Creating shortcuts using Drag&Drop

To create a shortcut on the toolbar, just drag it to the True Launch Bar toolbar. The regular
Drag&Drop rules are applicable:

Holding the SHIFT key pressed while dragging a file/folder — TLB will move the file/folder to the
toolbar. The original file/folder will be deleted.

Holding the CTRL key pressed while dragging a file/folder — TLB will copy the file/folder to the
toolbar. The original file/folder will be preserved.

Holding the ALT key pressed while dragging a file/folder — TLB will create a shortcut to the
original file. The original file/folder will be preserved.

You can also drag files/folders by holding down the right mouse button. When you release the
mouse button, TLB will let you choose what is to be done next:

Copy Here
Move Here

Create Menu Here

Cancel

* Copy Here — will copy the file/folder to the toolbar.
*  Move Here — will move the file/folder to the toolbar.
* Create Shortcut(s) Here — will create a shortcut to the file/folder on the toolbar.

* Create Menu Here — will create a virtual folder, i.e. menu reflecting the content of the
folder being dragged. This command is only applicable to folders.

* Cancel — cancels the drag action.

1.5 Creating shortcuts using the context menu

Another way to create shortcuts is using the context menu. Right-click on the TLB toolbar, then
point to “New”, and then click on the “Shortcut” item. You will see the Windows standard shortcut
creation dialog:



Create Shortcut E|

This wizard helps you to create shortcuts to local or
netwark programs, files, folders, computers, or Internet
addresses,

Type the location of the item:

|

Click Mext to continue,

Cancel

Follow the instructions on the screen to complete the creation of the shortcut.

1.6 Creating separators

Separator is a special button type that appears as a vertical or horizontal bar on the toolbar or
menus. To create a separator, right-click on the TLB toolbar or on a menu, then point to “New”, and
then select “Separator” on the menu that appears. The separator will be created before the button
you had right-clicked on. If you want to create a separator with text, select the “Title” item on the
menu during the creation. After you have entered the title text, TLB will create a separator with that
text. Separators, just like any other buttons, can be grabbed and dragged with the mouse.

1.7 Creating plugins

To create a plugin, right-click on the TLB toolbar or on a menu, then point to “New”, and then
select the item with the plugin name on the menu that appears. True Launch Bar will let you enter
the file name and configure the plugin. That will complete the creation of the plugin. Since plugins
appear to be the regular buttons, you can also grab and drag them with the mouse. You can even
copy/move plugins to any folder on disk or to Desktop. True Launch Bar will create a file with the
“tlbplugin” extension. That file can be placed back on the toolbar; that will create the plugin button
on the toolbar.

1.8 Deleting objects

Any object can be removed from True Launch Bar. To remove an object, right-click on the object to
be deleted and then select “Delete” on the menu that appears. When True Launch Bar deletes files,
it places them to Recycle Bin; that will let you restore the deleted files when you need to do that.

IMPORTANT! Deleting files from True Launch Bar virtual folders deletes the files from your
disk (moves to the Recycle Bin) physically. Use “Hiding Objects” to delete a file from the
menu and yet preserve it on disk.

1.9 Hiding objects

To hide a button, right-click on the object to be hidden and then click “Hide”.



Unlike with the deletion, hiding True Launch Bar objects does not physically delete them from disk;
instead, the objects are simply marked as “hidden”. You can unhide a hidden object at any time by
using the “Show Hidden” item on the context menu. The “Show Hidden” submenu displays the list
of hidden objects. Clicking on an object on the list will return that object back to the menu. You can
also show all the hidden objects by clicking on the “Show All Hidden” menu item.

2 Menus

Menu is the primary feature of True Launch Bar. You can create menus of any complexity and
dimensions. All True Launch Bar menus belong to one of these two types:

Regular menus. TLB creates the regular menus on the toolbar. The content of the menu loads when
the toolbar is run (when the system starts.) This menu type is perfect for shortcuts to frequently used
programs and for plugins.

Virtual folders. These menus display the content of any folder on your computer as a menu. That
can be “My Documents”, “My Computer”, “Control Panel” or any other folder. The content of the
virtual folders loads only when you access to the virtual folder menu for the first time. That will
take some time during the first time you open it. However, that saves the system startup time and
saves the CPU resources. If you want the content of a virtual folder to load when TLB is run, right-
click on the virtual folder, then select the “Appearance” item, and then enable the “Load on
Startup” option.

2.1 Creating menus

To create a new menu, right-click on the TLB toolbar or on another menu, then point to “New”, and
then click on the “Menu” item. The menu creation wizard will not only help you create a new menu
but also help you set the basic options for it.

Create Menu E|

-*gela"n:hbar This wizard helps you to create menu on True Launch Bar. You can
create Virtual Folder - spedal menu that show the content of any
folder on your computer,

Type the name of the menu:
e

To create Virtual Folder type the folder path or dick the Browse button
to select a folder, Click Predefined button to select one of the default
folders,

Type the path for the Yirtual Folder:

i |[ Browse,.. ]

MOTE: If you delete files from Virtual Folder TLE delete files from hard
drive too. Use Hide feature to remove file from menu only,

Click Mext to continue or Finish to create menu.

[ Mext = l [ Finish ] [ Cancel ]

On the first page of the wizard, enter the menu title. The title must comply with the file naming
rules, i.e. in the titles you must not use these characters: \ 7 /| : * > <.
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To create a virtual folder, click on the “Browse...” button and then select the folder, the content of
which you want to see as menu. You can also type the full path to the folder in the edit box. Or you
can click on the “Predefined” button to select one of the predefined folders on the list that appears:

Desktop
Control Panel

My Computer

Favaorites

mer
=y 1¥}

Programs -
History

My Music
My Videos Lt
My Documents
Printers and Faxes der
My Recent Documents
Recyde Bin -
My Metwork Places

Clicking on any of these menu items will fill in the name fields and folder paths with the necessary
values.

If you want to leave the rest of the settings unchanged, simply click “Finish”. Or click “Next” to
edit the other menu options.

Choose a Yiew Mode of the Menu E|

-q-E,a"n:'.bar Please choose how the menu must show items

() Default :
This is the default menu like any other system menu. True Launn:h
Bar show the Icon and Textlabel for menu items, i

(" Icons only
True Launch Bar show icons only, The text labels are hidden. Menu
items looks like a buttons on toobar but with color and skin of menu.

(" Icons with Text
Same as Icons Only but with text labels.

() Multicolumn text menu
Same as Default but True Launch Bar always try make some
columns.
Columns: 1
[ < Back ” Mext = l [ Finish ] [ Cancel ]

On the next page, choose the view mode and the number of columns to appear on the menu.
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Choose icon size E|

--gE,a"n:'.bar Please choose the Icons size for menu items

() Default icons
Menu uses the default icon size for menu items. You can change
this size from TLB Settings dialog box.

() small icons
By default small icons are 16x16 but this size can be changed.

{(*)iarge icons
By default large icons are 32x32 but this size can be changed.;

(") Thumbnails
Showe small preview pictures instead of icons. Type the size of the
thumbnails alsa.

() Custom
Type the size of the icon,

Icons Thumbmails size: |
[ Finish ][ Cancel ]

Next, select the size for the menu items (see also 2.2 Icon Sizes).

To complete the creation of a new menu, click Finish. At any moment, you can also click “Cancel”
to decline the creation of a new menu.

2.2 lcon sizes

True Launch Bar supports all icon sizes. By default, it will let you use the “Large icons” and “Small
icons” only. TLB can also display menus with no icons or display thumbnails instead of icons. To
enable other icon sizes, open “TLB Settings...” and then open the “Icon Sizes” tab. On this tab, you
can edit sizes for the large and small icons and add other sizes. Please note: TLB only supports
square icons (with the same width and height.). Please keep in mind that the standard icon sizes
include 16x16, 32x32, and 48x48. Some icons support the sizes of 64x64, 92x92, and 128x128. The
icon image can be distorted if you choose a non-standard icon size.

2.3 View modes

Menus in True Launch Bar can be of the following four types.
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Default

K% {A:) 3.5 Floppy 2
.- . (F:) DVDJCD-RW Drive
[

i
E::-,é'\ﬂ (C:)SYSTEM  Win+2 »

-

@? Control Panel
@j USE PC Camera 301P

This is the regular view mode used by default. All items of the menu are listed from top to
bottom and from left to right. If all items of a menu cannot fit in one column, the scrollbar
will appear. If the number of columns allowed for the menu is greater than one, the program
will fill the first column from top to bottom, then the second one, and so on. If the content of a
menu can fit in a single column, the other columns will not be displayed.

-

My Computer {10)

Icons only

CRcReS

< @ @

G
o
L
sl
£
7]
-
3
=1
E
o
o
b
3

When this view mode is selected, True Launch Bar will show icons only. It is recommended
that you set the number of columns more than one for the “Icons only” mode. The columns
will be filled from left to right and from top to bottom. True Launch Bar will always create as
many columns as it is set in the menu settings.
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Icons with text

(A:) 3.5Flo... (F:)DVD/C... (C:Win+2

(D:)DOCU... (E:) SYSTEM Control Panel

SE PC Ca...

This view mode is completely identical to “Icons only”, except that in this mode TLB will
show text labels below each icon.

Gt
o
.l
sl
=
(7]
o
3
o
E
o
o
Fon)
3

Multicolumn text menu

H (A:) 3.5 Floppy » '::;_ﬂ (E:) SYSTEM ,
=

.- (F:) DVDJCD-RW Drive  » Control Panel 4
—

— W
w (C:) SYSTEM Win+2 k %J USE PC Camera 301F P
M (D) DOCUMENTS »

This view mode is identical to the default view mode, exca that TLB will always try to
arrange menu items in multiple columns. If you set the number of columns in the settings to
one, this view mode will be completely identical to the default view mode.

My Computer {10)

2.4 Arranging menus

Any menu can be arranged by one of these terms:

Name

-+ Type
Size

+ Created
Modified

« Last Run Time
Runs Count

The by-name arrangement has the priority; i.e. if two items have the same other terms (type, size,
etc.) they will be arranged by name. Also, all folders will also be arranged by name and appear on
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the top of the menu by default. To apply the arrangement to folders too, enable the “Apply to
Folders” option. You can also enable the Descending mode to have menu items arranged in the
reverse order.

The arrangement can be enabled through the context menu or in the menu settings dialog.

2.5 Inheritance of settings

When used for the first time, submenus inherit settings from their parent menus. However, you can
also make individual settings to be inherited by the submenus. If you have edited a submenu
settings, the default inheritance will no longer work for them. In this case, to configure all the
submenus, enable the “Overwrite submenu options” setting, and the submenu settings will be
overwritten.

2.6 Customizing menu

To customize a menu, right-click on the item to be customized and then select the “Customize
Menu...” item:

Customize menu

General Options [Main Menu]

Menu layout

E] Overlay image View mode: |De1’ault ""| Columns:

L
Lf Filtering folder

Icons Size: |.jE1'E"_||t v| | |
@ Options Arrange
Eﬂ Overlay image Auto Arrange by: |Name - |
[[] Descending Arrange folders like files

‘dﬁ Filtering folder

Maximum sizes (enter 0 to use standard size)

Max menu width: III Max menu height: III

[®] Show menu caption [ ]Disable tips
Docking paint: ||:|e1'ault e |
Menu align: | default W |

[ ]5verwrite sub-menus options:

(o] (o

Here you can choose the tabs with the settings on the left.

Options
* View Mode — Menu appearance, described in detail in chapter View Modes

e Icons Size — Icons size

* Arrange — Arranging icons
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Max menu width, Max menu height — Menu dimensions limits. The zero values will reset
the menu to the default dimensions.

Show menu caption — Disable or enable menu title.
Disable tips — Enable or disable tips for all menu items.
Docking point — Location of the point to attach the menu to.

Menu align — Menu alignment related to Docking point.

The “Docking point” and “Menu align” settings allow you to create truly innovative combinations of

menus:

The following settings were used in this example:

First-level menu:

«  View Mode: Icons only

Columns: 1

«  Docking point: default

Menu align: default

Second-level menu:

* View Mode: Icons only

e  Columns: 4

* Docking point: default

e Menu align: default

Third-level menu:

* View Mode: Icons only

e Columns: 1

* Docking point: Left-Bottom
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* Menu align: Left-Top

Overlay image

g S
K,,% (A:) 3.5 Floppy » w (E:) 5YSTEM b
.- .. (F:) DVD/CD-RW Drive * Control Panel 3
=

&;{"ﬁ (C:) SYSTEM  Win+2 » %J USB P& Camera 3015 »

My Computer (10)

Overlay image is displayed under all menu items. The transparency of the image, its position within
a menu, and its dimensions are up to you. It is not recommended that you use overlay images with

no transparency. Please note that using overlay images may affect the performance. Although it
makes the menus look really pretty.

Customize menu

Overlay Image [Main Menu]
Options

Cverlay image

E Overlay image Image file: | D:\My Downloadsijicons \nuvolal128x 128\ap v| [ Browse. .. ]

‘1{ Filtering folder [ ]save image with toolbar

Transparency: ' 0 Do
@ Cptions opaque transparent
Hﬂ Overlay image Horizontal alignment: |right vl

s
'dﬁ Filtering folder Vertical alignment: ||:|l:lttC||T| b |

[ Horizontal stretch
[ ] vertical stretch

|:| Constrain Proportions

[ ]5verwrite sub-menus options:

] o=

We will now take a closer look at overlay image settings:

* Image file — Full path to overlay image file. You can type the path by hand or click on the
“Browse...” button and select the file in the explorer window that appears. True Launch Bar
supports the most popular image types: BMP, PNG, JPEG, and GIF.
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* Transparency — The slider sets the transparency of the image.

* Horizontal alignment — Horizontal position of the image. May be set to: left, right, and
center.

* Vertical alignment — Vertical position of the image. May be set to: top, bottom, and center.
* Horizontal stretch — Stretch image horizontally.
* Vertical stretch — Stretch image vertically.

* Constrain Proportions — Preserve image ratio during stretching. This setting is ignored if
neither Horizontal nor Vertical stretch is enabled.

As it was mentioned already, using overlay images can negatively affect the performance. This is
especially true when you apply stretching.

True Launch Bar can save overlay image with the toolbar if the “Save image with toolbar” option is
enabled. When the image is saved with the toolbar, the image file will be copied to the toolbar
folder. Later on, you can select that image on the popup list. The image is also preserved when the
toolbar is backed up or restored.

Filtering folder

Customize menu

File filters [Main Menu]
Options

Filtering folders
E Overlay image [ ] Apply filter to all new files/folders

: Filtexing Folder Files mask to show files: | |

Files mask to hide files: | |
@ Optiong Files modified during last: III day(s) - enter 0 to disable

E!EI Overlay image Files created during last: III day(s) - enter 0 to disable

Folders processing: |.-5.|:||:|Iy' mask to folders hd

‘.,Jﬁ Filtering folder

[ J0verwrite sub-menus options:

[ Ok l [ Cancel ]

The content of any virtual folder can be filtered by a number of terms. You can set a mask for files
to be shown or hidden by TLB. You can also select the files that were created or modified within a
specific number of days. There are two types of filtering available.

Permanent filtering (Apply filter to all new files/folders enabled). With the permanent filtering
enabled, TLB will always filter the applicable files, and the menu will have no hidden files.
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Temporary filtering (Apply filter to all new files/folders disabled). With the temporary filtering
enabled, TLB will only hide files that do not meet the filtration terms. This happens only once. The
filtration will not be applied to the new files. Moreover, TLB will set the “Hidden” attribute on all
files that do not meet the filtration terms, and you can unhide a necessary file at any time by
toggling the “Show hidden” option.

3 True Launch Bar Settings

All True Launch Bar settings are gathered in a single settings window, True Launch Bar Settings. To
view/edit the settings, open the True Launch Bar context menu and then select the “TLB Settings...”
item.

4 True Launch Bar Settings - Quick Launch

#~ General options General options

% Toolbar

FH Menu appearance [ Profiles... l [ Backup... ] [ Restore... ] [ Chedk for updates... ]
T skins Language: |English ‘V|
&3 Colors Settings password
i" Fonts Password: | |
Transparency
- Confirm password; | |
o Mouse
Context menu Buttons lacking
=) Tips [ ] Lodk buttons [ ] ask settings password
}.'._I Metrics [ Allow locking from context menu [] allow locking for single folder

&) Icon sizes

. | Load Virtual Folders in b d +| Enabl lerato

B, Auto sensing oad Virtual Folders in backgroun nable accelerators
gg Toob Do not change file type at rename Process WIN key

oolbars
[ ] Expand shortouts to folders Save icons with toolbar

3 Hotkeys

L_irJ System Info Mumber of programs on Recent menu:

B registration Show hidden files: |Defau|t ~ |

&) About

o J (o=

The tabs with the various settings are shown on the left of the window, and the right part of the
window displays the actual settings for the selected tab. When you are done editing, click “OK” to
save changes and close the settings window. Clicking “Apply” will save and apply the changes, but
the settings window will remain open.

3.1 General Options

This tab contains a number of the basic settings and utilities.

“Profiles” button

Profiles are used to quickly move identical settings between different toolbars and quickly
switch between the settings. Clicking on the button will open this menu:
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General options

[ Profiles. .. l [ Backup... ” Restore.., ]

Save current settings to a new profile. ..
Organize profiles...

default
big-icons

2

“Save current settings to a new profile...” saves current settings to a new profile or
overwrites an existing profile. True Launch Bar will open the dialog window where it will ask
you to enter the new profile name.

“Organize profiles...” allows deleting profiles that you no longer need.

This will open the list of all available profiles. Selecting a profile on this menu will instantly
load it to the toolbar.

“Backup” and “Restore” buttons

Clicking on the “Backup” button will open the backup wizard. You can create any number of
backups. The backup will create a file with the “.tlbbackup” extension. This file will contain
all of the toolbar objects, except the content of the virtual folders, and all of the toolbar
settings. Please note that if you have changed some objects’ icons or set overlay images, True
Launch Bar will normally not save them in the backup file. If you want your icons and
overlay images to be saved in the backup file, you must enable the “Save with toolbar” option
when you change the icons and / or overlay images. Thus, True Launch Bar will copy the
necessary files to the toolbar folder and add them to the backup file when it is created.

The “Restore” button opens the Restore from Backup wizard, where you will be asked to
select a backup file.

IMPORTANT! Restoring a toolbar from backup, will remove all the toolbar content and
replace it with the backup data. If you have made any changes since the last backup
operation, those changes will be discarded.

“Check for Updates” button

Clicking on this button will launch True Launch Bar Components Manager, which will help
you check for updates and install the latest True Launch Bar and its components. You can also
use the manager to delete unnecessary components.

Settings password

This feature allows setting a password to protecting your True Launch Bar settings. The same
password is to be entered twice. Once the password is set, True Launch Bar will prompt you
to enter the password every time you attempt to open the settings window. If you enter an
incorrect password, True Launch Bar will deny access to the settings window.

Button locking

This group of settings allows managing the locking of buttons on the toolbar and within
menus:

“Lock buttons” — Locks all objects on the toolbar and within menus. Objects cannot be moved
while they are locked.
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“Allow locking from context menu” — Adds the “Lock Buttons” item to the context menu.

“Ask settings password” — If the settings password is enabled, selecting this option will have
True Launch Bar ask you to enter the password when you attempt to lock or unlock buttons.

“Allow locking for single folder” — If this option is disabled, buttons will be locked on both
all menus and the toolbar. Enabling this option will let you lock buttons for menus and the
toolbar individually.

Load virtual folders in background

Loading virtual folders in background will let you avoid the temporary lockout of the taskbar
while a virtual folder with large number of files is loading. If this option is disabled, the
taskbar will be unavailable while True Launch Bar is reading the content of the folder.
Sometimes that time can be quite long, especially with the large folders. If you enable loading
virtual folders in background, True Launch Bar will display “Loading folder content...”, but
you will be able to close the menu being loaded and continue using other menus while the
content is loading.

Enable Accelerators

Accelerator is a letter or character to be used for accessing an item instantly; that letter or
character is underlined. To access an item with an accelerator, you will need to press the
ALT+accelerator shortcut. To create an accelerator for a menu item, just rename it and add the
& character before the accelerator letter.

Example:

Rename “Microsoft Word” to “Microsoft &Word”, and True Launch Bar will display that
button as “Microsoft Word”. Thus, you will be able to launch Word instantly by simply
pressing the ALT+W shortcut on the keyboard.

To add the & character to an item name, just add another & character, i.e. type “&&”.

Do not change file type at rename

This option enables or disables changing file type (extension) when a file is renamed. When
this option is enabled, True Launch Bar will only ask you to enter the file name during
renaming, and the extension of the file will remain unchanged.

Expand shortcuts to folders

This option is available to virtual folders only. When it is enabled, shortcuts to the default
folders are expanded to menus. Anyway, you can explicitly enable or disable expanding a
shortcut to menu for each individual shortcut through the context menu. Thus, you can create
virtual folders within other virtual folders.

Process WIN key

This option  works  jointly  with our freeware utility, StartKiller
(http://www.tordex.com/startkiller). StartKiller removes the Start button from the taskbar. If
the “Disable Start Menu” option in StartKiller is enabled, it will redirect the WIN key press to
True Launch Bar with enabled “Process WIN Key” option, and True Launch Bar will open the
first menu on the toolbar. Thus, you can emulate the Start menu and manage its behavior.
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Save icons with toolbar
Enables saving icons and overlay images with the toolbar by default. When this option is
enabled, True Launch Bar will save icons with the toolbar by default.

Number of programs on the Recent menu

The Recent menu is a special menu that registers shortcuts to programs and documents
launched through True Launch Bar. This parameter allows you to specify the maximum
number of shortcuts that may appear on the Recent menu.

Show hidden files

This setting allows managing the showing and hiding of the “hidden” files in virtual folders. It
may accept the following values:

Default: True Launch Bar will use Windows settings and show hidden files the way they
appear in Windows Explorer.

Always: True Launch Bar will always show hidden files.

Never: True Launch Bar will never show hidden files.

3.2 Toolbar

#7 True Launch Bar Settings - Quick Launch

o@ General options

Toolbar options

Hide toolbar title Lock toolbar
[ ]5ame width for all buttons with text

#& Toolbar
FH Menu appearance
T skins

3 Colors

Default alignment: | Center w |

&1 Fonts Minimum size: buttons

.| Transparency
w# Mouse
Context menu
f) Tips

B Metrics

&4 Icon sizes

:;L Auto sensing
@ Toolbars

P Hotkeys

j_._i._J System Info
P registration
&) About

Sizing step: pixels (use 0 for best step value)

Overlay image: | b | [ Browse...

Save image with toolbar

Draw method Image position

'@," Draw at position {i} Center

() stretch ) Left (top)

i Tile () Right (bottom)

K l [ Cancel

Hide toolbar title
By default, all Windows toolbars have a title.

—22



There are two ways to hide this title:

1. Right-click on the title and then select the “Show Title” item on the menu that appears
(toolbar must be unlocked under Windows XP.)

2. Enable the “Hide toolbar title” option. From now on, the toolbar will always appear
with no title.

Lock toolbar

This option is useful for toolbars positioned on the taskbar. By default, all Windows toolbars
can be dragged with the mouse — just grab a toolbar at its blank area. Sometimes that may
create problems, since a toolbar can be moved by accident. To prevent that, enable the “Lock
toolbar” option.

Same width for all buttons with text

If buttons have text labels, the width of all standard buttons with text will be the same and will
depend on the length of the longest text. True Launch Bar will show the buttons the same way
when the “Same width for all buttons with text” option is enabled:

— e

r’," start B ciart Here - [ My Computer ~ 7 Internet Explorer

If this option is disabled, the width of each button will depend on the length of its text only:

— o —

::.f start B StartHere + (@@ My Computer * 7 Internet Explorer

This will let you save the toolbar space significantly.

Default alignment

This option allows managing the position of buttons on the toolbar in case the height (width
for the vertical toolbars) is greater than what is necessary for placing the buttons. The
following values may be set in this option:

Top/Left:
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Minimum size

With this option, you can set the minimum number of buttons to appear on the toolbar. If you
want to see all the buttons on the toolbar at all times, set a greater value. This is especially
useful if the toolbar contains plugins that may vary their sizes along the course of their
performance.

Sizing step
This is for how many pixels the toolbar height (width for the vertical toolbars) will change. It
is normally enough to set this parameter to 0 (zero) in order to have True Launch Bar set the
best value automatically. However, if you are using the non-standard themes under Windows
XP, you may face difficulties creating multiple-line toolbars. In this case, set this parameter to
a non-zero value; for instance, 1, 2, etc. and find the best setting value for your system.
Overlay image

Path to overlay image file. You can type the path by hand or click on the “Browse...” button
and select the file in the explorer window that appears. True Launch Bar supports the most
common image types: BMP, PNG, JPEG, and GIF.

You can enable the “Save image with toolbar” setting to save the image in the toolbar folder.

Draw method

This preference defines how the overlay image is to be drawn. The following three methods
are available.

Draw at position: the image will be drawn with no changes at the position set by the “Image
position” value.

Stretch: the image will be stretched to the toolbar boundaries.

Tile: the toolbar will be filled with the image.

Image position

These options define the overlay image position on the toolbar when the “Draw Method” is
set to “Draw at position”. “Image position” may accept one of these values: Center, Left
(top), or Right (bottom). The values in the parentheses are given for the vertical toolbars.
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3.3 Menu appearance

€% True Launch Bar Settings - Quick Launch

&7 General options Menu Appearance

% Toolbar
R
BE*® Menu appearance
Show menu caption [ ] caption text to the top

T skins

Show items number [ ] Do not cut off caption
% Colors Show large icons Show shadow
iﬁ Fonts Elat menu items Flat menus (XP Style)
.| Transparency [] show arrow on menu button Animate collapse/expand
i Mouse [ ] show menu item hotkey text [ Fix the noise effect
Context menu Run submenu on mouse dick
& Tips Run submenu on ENTER

B Metrics Titles align: |Center v| Columns:

&4 Icon sizes

:-_L Auto sensing Scrolling options

Q Toolbars scrolling type: |5-:ru:u|||:uar only W |
‘:’ Hotkeys Scroll value (pixels): Scroll time (ms): III
,@J System Info

.'ﬁ Fegistration Always show as file: | .zip;.cab | Preview:
&) About

I OK ][ Cancel ] Apply

The “Menu appearance” tab contains the settings in charge of the menu appearance. To preview the
changes you have made, click on the “Preview” link. True Launch Bar will display the preview
window with the changes you are about to apply:

Title

Menu Item

ﬁ Menu Item ]

H+E~F O 8L = = =2H

This window displays the sample appearance of the menu.

Show menu caption

Hide/Show menu caption. The caption appears on the left of the menu. The caption comprises
of the menu name, and it can be enhanced by adding the number of items on that menu.
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Show items number

If enabled, True Launch Bar will display the number of items on the menu caption:

ﬁ (A:) 3.5 Floppy »
“ (C:) SYSTEM b
“@ (D:) DOCUMENTS »
“e (E:) SYSTEM b

i (F:) DVD/CO-RW Drive  »
[} Control Panel 3

W USE PC Camera 301+

< (G:) PORTABLE ’

That number will also include the hidden items count.

Show large icons

This option sets the program to display the large icons by default. Although you may edit the
icon size for each menu individually, this option allows changing the size for all menus, which
used to have the standard icon size.

Flat menu items

This option is only available with Windows XP visual styles enabled; it defines the style for a
selected menu item:

Conkral Panel 3 Conkral Panel 3
@ Local Disk, (C:) 3 @ Local Disk (C:h 3

=
g :
314 Floppy (40 = 314 Floppy (A5
=
S
@ Compack Disc (D:) k E @ Compack Disc (D) »
«Flat menu itemsy is turned off «Flat menu itemsy is turned on

Show arrow on menu button

This option toggles showing or hiding arrows on the menu buttons positioned on the toolbar:

IR O

Buttons with arrows Buttons without arrows
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Show menu item hotkey

This option enables/disables showing keyboard shortcuts that launch menu items instantly.
The keyboard shortcuts appear on the right of a menu item:

I contral Panel 3
I Local Disk 3
[h My Documents b
|E| Programs L4

# Internet Explorer  Win+I

d My Computer

Ei My Documents

Caption text to the top

If this option is enabled, True Launch Bar will print caption text from top to bottom; the
program will print the text from the bottom up otherwise:

4 (a:) 3.5 Floppy 3 J4 (a:) 3.5 Floppy »
“g (C:) SYSTEM » e (1) SYSTEM »
< (D:) DOCUMENTS » M <& (D:) DOCUMENTS »
Sl == E:)svsTEM > < (E:) SYSTEM ,
E L (F:) DVD/CD-RW Drive  # L (F:) DVD/CD-RW Drive  #
2 [} Contral Panel 3 [} Contral Panel L
E WY USBPC Camera 301 » W USBPC Camera 301 »
f % (G:) PORTABLE 3 %@ (G:) PORTABLE »
«Caption text to the topy is «Caption text to the topy is
turned off turned on

Do not cut off caption

This option enables or disables cutting caption text. If the option is enabled, True Launch Bar
will always show the menu caption in full, adding blanks on the menu where it is necessary:
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W word 2003

@ Mozilla Thunderbird

W word 2003

@ Maozilla Thunderbird

«Do not cut off captiony is turned

off

Do notcut o

—
xl
St
C
o
=
o
m
o
-
o
gt
=
o
e
(=]
=
o
&}

«Do not cut off caption» is turned
on

Show shadow

This option enables or disables dropping shadow from menu. The shadow will only appear
under Windows 2000/XP operating systems. If you are using Windows XP, you will need to
allow dropping shadow in your Windows settings before this option is enabled.

Flat menu (XP Style)

If the “Flat menu” option is disabled, menus will be displayed with the 3D border, just like the
regular Windows 9x/2000 menus. In Windows XP, on top of all that, the menus stop using
Windows XP visual styles.

[=]
W word 2003 El (W] word 2003
ey
2
@ Mozilla Thunderbird o @ Mozilla Thunderbird
[a]
«Flat menuy is turned off «Flat menuy is turned on

We recommend enabling this option if you are using Windows XP.

Animate collapse/expand

True Launch Bar allows creating collapsible groups of buttons between separators. This
option allows managing the behavior of the collapsing or expanding. When this option is
enabled, the groups will collapse or expand smoothly.

Fix the noise effect

Sometimes you may see the noise effect on menus opened too quickly. This option allows
removing this effect. However, it may cause some flicks to appear, especially with the
animated groups.

Run submenu on mouse click

When you click on a multiple-level menu, it usually opens (expands). If you enable this
option, True Launch Bar will open the submenu folder in Windows Explorer when you click
on the menu. You can still expand a nested menu in True Launch Bar by either placing the
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mouse pointer over the submenu button or by highlighting that button and then pressing the
right arrow key on the keyboard.

Run submenu on ENTER

When you hit ENTER on a multiple-level menu, it usually opens (expands). If you enable this
option, True Launch Bar will open the submenu folder in Windows Explorer when you hit
ENTER on it. You can still expand a nested menu in True Launch Bar by either setting the

mouse pointer over the submenu button or by highlighting that button and then pressing the
right arrow key on the keyboard.

Titles align

This option defines alignment for titles. It may accept these values:

R R R

A (W word 2003 = (W1 word 2003 G W word 2003

= 3 3

r The Title | The Title y The Title
a @ Mezilla Thunderbird o @ Meozilla Thunderbird o @ Mozilla Thunderbird
] ] ]

Center Left Right
Columns

This option sets the default number of columns on the menu.

Scrolling type

Defines how the menu will scroll when its content does not fit in the screen area. The
following scrolling types are available:

-~

] Word 2003 B ; ~
= e B B —
o . (7] (]
F @ Moszilla Thunderbird E-E The Title .."'E The Title
“ﬁ - ! 3 : - g - :
E =] Maozilla Thunderbird =] Mozilla Thunderbird
s WMC- 7] o
o sl Calculator =k =k
5 C | = | =
c rhl o s Caloulator o | =82l Caloulator
(=] 2L P —— ] O — W
O w
Scrollbar only Scrollers and Scrollbar

Scrollers only

To scroll the menu with the scroller, place the mouse pointer over the menu. The speed and

the smoothness of the scrolling are defined by the “Scroll value” and “Scroll time”
parameters.

Scroll value

The number of pixels the menu will scroll per step. The less this value is, the smoother the
scrolling will be.
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Scroll time

The pause in milliseconds between two scroll steps. The less this value is, the slower the

menu will move, and the smoother the scrolling will be.

Always show as file

True Launch Bar usually shows ZIP files as menus if Windows Explorer also shows them as
folders (Windows XP). The same way, some other files (usually compressed archives) may
appear as menus. In the “Always show as file” option, define the list of extensions that are to
be shown as files and not as menus. Separate the extensions with a semicolon and place a dot

before the extension. Example: .zip;.cab

3.4 Skins

42 True Launch Bar Settings - &TLE

&9 General options

% Toolbar

FH Menu appearance

Skin Mame:

Author:

) Colors Apply skin to:
t" Fonts Menu

. ) Transparency [] Toolbar
e Mouse

Context menu

2 Tips

,,_J Metrics

:TEIJ Icon sizes
::i- Auto sensing
@ Toolbars

73 Hotkeys

j:_ZJ System Info
P registration
E) About

[7qua Blue (MacosX) v2

VoagneslaV (Vic Sitnizki)

Get mare skins. ..

| Install Skin...

Prewview:

[ oK l [ Cancel

J |

Apply

]

On this tab, you can select a skin for True Launch Bar and set additional skins for the program.

Skin name

The complete list of installed True Launch Bar skins. You can select any skin. The “Author”
field will show the skin author’s name. To preview the skin, click on the “Preview” link,

which will open the preview window.
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Apply skin to
You can apply the selected skin to menu (Menu) — change appearance (background) of the
menu and its items — or to toolbar (Toolbar) — change appearance of the toolbar and its
buttons. The skin will apply to menu captions and separators at all times.

Installing skins

You can download new skins from our website: http://www.truelaunchbar.com/skinslib/

To install a new skin, click on the “Install Skin...” button and then follow the skin installation
wizard’s instructions.

Skins can be installed for True Launch Bar or any of its plugins alike. When the installation is
complete, you will see the new skin in the “Skin Name” field.

3.5 Colors

#7 True Launch Bar Settings - Quick Launch

& General options Customizing colors

% Toolbar

— Menu colors

:JJ Hienu sppearance E Background Color E E Highlight Colors
. @ Border Color Highlight vertical gradient
E Text Color E Highlight Text Colar

i" Fonts @ Caption Text Color E E Caption Colors

< Transparency ﬂ Title Text Colar [] caption vertical gradient
= Mouse

E E Separator colors

Context menu

& Tips Toolbar colors

i Metrics @ @ Background Colors ﬂ ﬂ Button Colors

:lT;HIJ Icon sizes Vertical Gradient Vertical Gradient

w Auto sensing @ @ Separator colors @ Text Colar

{44 Toolbars [5] Button Border Color [7Z] Highlight Text Color

P Hotkeys

@J System Info

B Rregistration reven
&) About

[ Ok, ][ Cancel ]

On this tab, you can change the color of just about any object of True Launch Bar. To preview the
changes, click on the “Preview” link, which will open the preview window.

Menu colors
*  Menu Background Color — menu background color.

*  Menu Border Color — menu border color. This color is only applied when the “Flat
menu” style is used.

—-31 -


http://www.truelaunchbar.com/skinslib/
http://www.truelaunchbar.com/skinslib/
http://www.truelaunchbar.com/skinslib/

Menu Text Color — menu items text color.
Caption Text Color — menu captions text color.
Title Text Color — separators (titles) text color.

Separator colors — separators are made of two lines; you can change color for each of
those lines.

Menu highlight gradient — selected menu items color. You can set two different
colors, and True Launch Bar will draw the gradient selection. You can also choose the
vertical or horizontal shading through the “Highlight vertical gradient” option.

Menu Highlight Text Color — selected menu items text color.

Caption gradient — menu caption background shading color. You can set two
different colors, and True Launch Bar will draw the gradient caption. You can also
choose the vertical or horizontal shading through the “Caption vertical gradient”
option.

Toolbar colors

Toolbar background gradient — toolbar background color. You can set two different
colors, and True Launch Bar will draw the gradient background. You can also choose
the vertical or horizontal gradient through the “Vertical gradient” option.

Separator colors — separators consist of two lines, and you can change colors for each
of those lines.

Button Colors — defines button colors when the mouse pointer is over the button. You
can set two different colors, and True Launch Bar will draw the gradient button. You
can also choose the vertical or horizontal shading through the “Vertical gradient”
option.

Text Color — changes button text color.

Highlight Text Color — changes button text color when the mouse pointer is over the
button.

Button border color — changes button border color when the mouse pointer is over
the button. This color is only used when the button color is selected.
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3.6 Fonts

% True Launch Bar Settings - &TLB

& General Dptil:lns

% Toolbar
Menu items font

EH Menu appearance
Font: <default font= b
TP skins

&3 Colors Size: I:I Bold Ttalic

9 Transparency Menu caption font

P Mouse Font: | Tahoma ~
Context menu Size: Bold  []Italic

j) Tips

B Metrics Titles font

&4 Icon sizes Font: Tahoma b

= .
5 Auto sensing Size: [*]Bold [ ]Italic
Toolbars

“# Hotkeys
;I.?._J System Info
m Registration Preview:

&) About
[ Ok l [ Cancel ] Apply

On this tab, you can change font for menu items (Menu items font), menu captions (Menu caption
font), and titles (Titles font). To change font, select the new font in the “Font” field, select the font
size, and set the desired attributes: bold and / or italic.

To see how True Launch Bar will look with the new fonts, click on the “Preview” link.
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3.7 Transparency

%] True Launch Bar Settings - &TLB

557 General options

% Toolbar

EH Menu appearance
T skins
3 Colors

a Fonts

w# Mouse
Context menu
;‘J Tips

B Metrics

&4 Icon sizes

:;L Auto sensing
Q Toolbars

P Hotkeys

;L_i._J System Info
m Registration
&) About

Menu fransparency

opague fransparent
[ ]Juze transparency
Toolbar transparency

opague fransparent
[ ]Juse transparency
Tips transparency

opague transparent
[ ]Juse transparency

(o J (o ] oo

On the “Transparency” tab, you can set transparency ratio for the menu (Menu transparency),
toolbar (Toolbar transparency), and popup tips (Tips transparency). To set the transparency,
check the box by the “Use transparency” option and then grab and drag the slider until the desired
transparency is set. Move the slider to the left to set the transparency value to opaque (not
transparent) or to the right to set the transparency value to fully transparent.
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3.8 Mouse

#7 True Launch Bar Settings - Quick Launch

ﬁ General Dpﬁl:lns

% Toolbar
EH Menu appearance Auto popup next first level menu timeout{ms)

@ skins [] Close menu if mouse is over other toolbar button

@) Colors Popup menu on mouse hover hover time(ms)
Fonts
il [ ]Run shortouts on mouse hover I:I

.| Transparency

Context menu [ Juse auto-cose only for menus

=) Tips Popup submenu on mouse hover

s Metrics [ ] custom submenu show delay I:I
ol

k| Icon sizes

:;L Auto sensing
E Toolbars

P Hotkeys
j_._iJ System Info
iﬁ Registration
&) About

[ oK. l [ Cancel ][ Apply

This tab gathers the options that are in charge of True Launch Bar’s behavior on various mouse
commands.

Let’s define a couple of terms to be used in this chapter.
* First-level menu is the menu that appears as a button right on the toolbar.

e Submenu is the menu included in other menu.

Auto popup next first-level menu

You have opened the first-level menu, and then moved the mouse pointer to the next menu
button on the toolbar. When the “Auto popup next first level menu” option is enabled, True
Launch Bar will open the menu under the mouse pointer. Otherwise, you will need to click on
the button to open that menu. You can set the delay (in milliseconds) before opening the new
menu. This delay is to be set in the corresponding “timeout” field.

Close menu if mouse is over other toolbar button

This option completes the “Auto popup next first-level menu” option. If the setting is
disabled, when you move the mouse pointer to the next button that is not a menu while a first-
level menu is open, the open menu will not close. If you enable this option, that menu will
close. However, as soon as you move the mouse pointer to any menu button, True Launch Bar
will open that menu.
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Popup menu on mouse hover

When the “Popup menu on mouse hover” option is enabled, True Launch Bar will open the
menu as if you had just placed the mouse pointer over a menu button on the toolbar. If this
option is disabled, you will need to click on the button in order to open the menu. You can set
the delay (in milliseconds) before opening the menu. This delay is to be set in the
corresponding “timeout” field.

Run shortcuts on mouse hover

When the “Run shortcuts on mouse hover” option is enabled, True Launch Bar will run the
shortcut/file as soon as you place the mouse pointer over a button or menu item. If this option
is disabled, you will need to click on the item to complete this action. You can set the delay
value (in milliseconds) before running the item. This delay is to be set in the corresponding
“timeout” field.

IMPORTANT! Hold the SHIFT key pressed to temporarily disable the automatic
opening of items.
Auto close menu on mouse leave

Automatically closes the menu when the mouse pointer is outside the menu boundaries. You
can set the delay value (in milliseconds) before closing the menu. This delay is to be set in the
corresponding “timeout” field.

Use auto-close only for menus

This option completes the “Auto close menu on mouse leave” option. If the setting is enabled,
the menu will automatically close regardless to position of the mouse pointer unless the
pointer is within the menu. If you disable this option, the menu will close automatically only
when the mouse pointer is outside the menu and True Launch Bar.

Popup submenu on mouse hover

This option is identical to “Popup menu on mouse hover”, but it applies to submenus only. If
you want to change the delay before opening a submenu, enable the “Custom submenu show
delay” option and set the delay in the corresponding “delay time” field.
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3.9 Context menu

43 True Launch Bar Settings - &TLE

¢ General options Context [right-click] menu

% Toolbar

FH Menu appearance

@ skins Buttons |Without Shel/Button v|
3 Colors Virtual Folders |Shel|,."Eutb:un menu only w |
al Fonts Plugins |Recummended for plugins w |
.| Transparency Empty space ||:|E1'Euult v|
e Mouse
Menu appearance

2 Tips Show icons in the context menu

1 Metrics Showe full shell menu

&4 Icon sizes

:;L Auto sensing
E Toolbars

P Hotkeys
j_._iJ System Info
P registration
&) About

Menu templates for

I OK l[ Cancel ] ApD

Use this tab to select a context menu template for various objects and change the context menu

appearance.

Menu templates for

You can set a custom context menu for the following objects:

Buttons — buttons on the taskbar and on menus that are not virtual folders.
Virtual folders — virtual folder menu items and virtual folders.
Plugins — plugins context menu.

Empty space — blank space within a menu; e.g., menu title.

Show icons in the context menu

This option enables or disables displaying icons on the context menu.

Show full shell menu

If this option is enabled True Launch Bar will show the complete context menu, including
items like Copy, Paste, Properties, etc. For virtual folders, the complete context menu will be
shown at all times. Please note: Windows Explorer’s menu will be added to the context menu
when the chosen template permits.
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3.10 Tips

43 True Launch Bar Settings - &TLE

&2 General options Tips options

% Toolbar

Tips style

=H Menu appearance
:'J PR () Rectangular
p )
@ skins (") Rectangular with rounded corners
3 Colors (¥ Balloon
al Fonts () Disable tips
.| Transparency

Time intervals {ms)
= Mouse

Context mens Show tip Close tip III
u Other options

=5;| Metrics Show tips in menu Show last run time in tooltips
) fcon sizes Show icon on tipe Show runs count in tooltips
1]

:;L Auto sensing Max tips width: 300
E Toolbars

“# Hotkeys

j_._iJ System Info
P registration
&) About

[ oK. l [ Cancel ][ Apply

This tab gathers the options for managing popup tips.

Tips style
Tips style (appearance). The tips can be of these three types:
« Rectangular — regular rectangular tips.
« Rectangular with rounded corners — rectangular tips with rounded corners.
- Balloon — balloon-shaped; the tips look like tips in Windows XP.

If you select “Disable tips”, True Launch Bar will not show tips.

Show tip

Delay in milliseconds before True Launch Bar will display a tip.

Close tip

Time in milliseconds for how long True Launch Bar must hold a tip displayed. When this time
is over, the tip will be closed. If you set this value to zero, the tip will remain open until the
mouse pointer leaves that button’s boundaries.

Show tips in menu

Enable/disable displaying tips for menu items.
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Show icons on tips
Enable/disable displaying button icons on tips.

Show last run time in tooltips

Show time the shortcut was last run on tips.

Show runs count in tooltips

Show the total number of times the shortcut was run.

Max tips width

The greatest width tips may have. True Launch Bar will try to fit the tip in this boundary. If
the tip text does not fit in this width, it will be split to multiple lines.

3.11 Metrics

42 True Launch Bar Settings - &TLE

éb General Dpﬁﬂns
% Toolbar
:[J M Maximum sizes
I ENuU appearance
Max menu width: 300 | Max menu height: III
TP skins
&3 Colors Button margins
. ) Transparency Menu item height: El
= Mouse
Max width of buttons with text:
W Context menu
small buttons 300 | Large buttons
\J") Tips g

m Left/Right margin of icon view menu: EI

:TEIJ Icon sizes
::i- Auto sensing
@ Toolbars

73 Hotkeys

j:_ZJ System Info
P registration
E) About

[ QK l [ Cancel App

This tab allows managing sizes of various True Launch Bar objects.

Max menu width

The greatest width (in pixels) menus may have. True Launch Bar will limit the menu width
with this value. If the menu text does not fit in this width, it will be cropped and appended
with the omission.
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Max menu height

The greatest height in pixels the menus may have. True Launch Bar will limit the menu height
with this value. If you set this value to zero, True Launch Bar will limit the menu height by
the resolution of your screen. If all menu items do not fit in this height or the screen
resolution, depending on the selected view mode, True Launch Bar will draw additional
columns and/or show the scrollers and/or the scrollbar.

Button margins

Width — blank space (in pixels) added to button on the left and on the right. For
instance, if you set this value to 6, three blank pixels will be added to the button on the
left and on the right of it.

Height — blank space (in pixels) added to button on the top and on the bottom. For
instance, if you set this value to 6, three blank pixels will be added to the button on the
top and on the bottom of it.

Menu item height — the same as Height; applies to menu items.

Max width on buttons with text

You can limit the greatest width of a button with text that may appear on the toolbar. Set the
width limitation for large and small buttons separately. Text will appear below the button for
the large buttons; for the small buttons, text will appear on the right of the icon.

Left/Right margin of icon view menu

Margin (in pixels) on buttons’ left and on the right edges. This option can be enabled only
with the “Icons only” or “Icons with text” view mode.
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3.12 Icon sizes

%] True Launch Bar Settings - &TLB

% Toolbar
Standard icon sizes

|
g—l Menu appearance Small: e
O skins

3 Colors Additional Icon Sizes

ii Fonts 48x45 Mew |
2924

.| Transparency
w# Mouse
Context menu
;J Tips

B Metrics

E Icon sizes

:;L Auto sensing
Q Toolbars

P Hotkeys
j:_iJ System Info
P registration
&) About

I OK l[ Cancel ] ApD

On this tab, you can set sizes for the large and small icons. Those sizes are to be set in the
“Standard icon sizes” group:

«  Small — small icons size.
« Large — large icons size.

Use the “Additional Icon Sizes” group to add custom sizes. Click on the “New” button to add a
new icon size. To delete a size, select the size to be deleted on the list and then click “Delete”.

True Launch Bar supports all icon sizes. The icons can be of the square shape only (with the same
width and height.) Although you may set any size for your icons, it is recommended that you use
the standard sizes: 16x16, 32x32, and 48x48. For the non-standard sizes, True Launch Bar will
select the closest size and stretch the image. This may cause the loss of the image quality.

—4] —



3.13 Auto sensing

42 True Launch Bar Settings - CLOCK

&7 General aptions Auto-sensing options

ﬁ Toolbar

FH Menu appearance

T skins |Open Office V| [ Mew, .. ] [ Edit... ]

Programs to activate workspace
3 Colors - g

. .
&1 Fonts soffice.exe When running Add...

Choose a workspace:

.| Transparency
w# Mouse
Context menu
f) Tips

2 Metrics

Common programs:

&4 Icon sizes

@ Toolbars

P Hotkeys
j_._i._J System Info
P registration
&) About

tbHost.exe Add

[ Ok, ][ Cancel ]

The Auto-Sensing feature will let you create a toolbar with the content that varies depending on the
running or active programs. Let’s define a few terms to be used in this chapter:

«  Workspace is the toolbar folder True Launch Bar is to switch to. Workspace as well
includes the list of programs that will trigger the switching between different workspaces.

« Programs to activate workspace — list of programs that activate current workspace. A
program on the list may have the two attributes: “When run” and “Active window”. On
“When run”, True Launch Bar will activate the selected workspace as soon as the selected
program is launched. On “Active window”, the workspace will trigger when any window of
the specified program gets the focus (becomes active.)

«  Common programs — programs that are common for all workspaces. True Launch Bar will
not switch current workspace when you switch to a program on the “Common programs”
list. This feature is handy for adding frequently used programs like Calculator, Notepad, etc.

Using Auto-sensing

To begin using the Auto-Sensing feature, we will need to categorize your activities. For
example:

«  Working with documents.
+  Surfing the Web.
«  Processing photographs.
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«  Processing videos.

Before creating workspaces, it is helpful to create four (in our case) toolbars (see 3.14

Toolbars), then switch to each of the toolbars using the “Switch Toolbar” item on the context
menu and add the necessary shortcuts and menus to each toolbar.

Once we are done setting up the toolbars, we will need to create a workspace for each activity.
Click “New...” by the list of available workspaces. That will open the workspace creation
wizard. In the workspace creation wizard, enter the workspace name and path to the toolbar
folder you have set a step ago.

Creating Workspace E|

"!E,a"n:"bar This wizard helps you to |:re._ate workspace for .ﬁ.uh:_u-Eensing. After creating
workspace you can easy switch toolbar content using hotkeys or
automaticaly depending of running/factive aplications

Type the name of the workspace:

i Documents

This name wil appear as toolbar title if you are show tite on toolbar. Alsa this
name will helps you to identify workspace.

Type the location of workspace folder:
i c:\toolbars\Docs | [ Browse...

True Launch Bar uses workspace folder to store shortouts, plugins and
toolbar settings. We recommend you to use Switch Toolbar feature to setup
this folder before using it in auto-sensing.

Click Mext to continue.

On the second page of the wizard, you can set a hotkey, which will switch True Launch Bar to
this workspace, and the timeout, after which True Launch Bar will return to the regular
toolbar content.

—43 —



Select a hotkey for workspace E|

uvelaunchbar Timeout: B - I seconds
True Launch Bar uses the timeout value to return badk the default
workspace.

Mote: timeout used anly when you activate workspace using hotkey,

Workspace hotkey: shift +Win +D |

Please select a hotkey to activate workspace. To remove hotkey press CTRL
key.

Click Mext to continue.

[ < Back ” Mext = l [ Finish ][ Cancel ]

If you do not want to use hotkeys for switching between workspaces, simply click “Next”.

On the next page, select the programs to be used, for example, for working with documents.
Select application which activate workspace E|

-aelannc'.bar When one of these app!icaﬁnn is running/active True Launch Bar switch
content of toolbar to this workspace

Ir

Active window
winword,exe When running

[ Finish ][ Cancel ]

This way we will create all four of our workspaces and set the following applications for our
activities:

«  Working with documents — winword.exe (MS Word), excel.exe (MS Excel)
«  Surfing the Web — iexplore.exe (Internet Explorer)

—44 —



« Processing photographs — Photoshop.exe (Adobe Photoshop) , PhotoshopAlbum.exe
(Adobe Photoshop album)

«  Processing video — moviemk.exe (MS Movie Maker)

This is what we will finally have. As soon as we open Microsoft Word and begin working
with documents, True Launch Bar will change the toolbar content to the content we have
prepared for working with documents. This workspace may include shortcuts for launching
other office applications, virtual folders with lists of documents, and much more.

When we launch our favorite Web browser, Internet Explorer, True Launch Bar will show the
toolbar with “Favorites” and Net Monitor plugin that monitors network traffic.

And so on.

Thus, with the auto-sensing feature, you significantly improve the efficiency of your
computer-aided work simply by keeping only the necessary tools before you while you are
working with specific applications.

3.14 Toolbars

42 True Launch Bar Settings - &TLE

&Y General options Create/Edit toolbars

ﬁ Toolbar

Toolbars:
:IJ Menu appearance

g STLE [ MNew ]
TP skins
debug Delete
&3 Colors internet [ ]
‘_1 Fonts launchbar
new
. ) Transparency new user
test [ Activate |
w# Mouse tofix
Context menu
=) Tips
B Metrics
4 Icon sizes =
ey
- | cLocK

::i- Auto sensing Path:

| C:\toolbars\CLOCK [
73 Hotkeys
j_._iJ System Info
P registration
E) About

[ oK ][ Cancel ]

On this tab, you can define additional True Launch Bar toolbars. To create a new toolbar, click on
the “New” button. In the folder selection dialog that appears, select the toolbar folder that contains
the necessary shortcuts and settings and then click “OK”. You can instantly activate the new toolbar
by clicking on the “Activate” button. If you want to delete an existing toolbar, select it on the list
and then hit “Delete”. Please note: when a toolbar is deleted, all files in its folder remain intact. If a
deleted toolbar is currently open, it will remain open, and you will have to close it manually if that
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is necessary. Clicking on the “Activate” button will replace the current toolbar with the new toolbar

content.

In the “Name” field, you can set the toolbar name. In the “Path” field, you can set the full path to

the toolbar folder.

The new toolbar will appear on the context menu, within the “Switch Toolbar” item, so you can

switch current toolbar to the new folder instantly.

3.15 Hotkeys

%] True Launch Bar Settings - &TLB

557 General options

% Toolbar

EH Menu appearance
T skins

3 Colors

a Fonts

.| Transparency
e Mouse

Context menu

;‘J Tips

B Metrics

&4 Icon sizes

:;L Auto sensing

Q Toolbars

;L_i._J System Info
m Registration
&) About

Hot keys used by True Launch Bar
Mame Hot key
Programs Win+2
Mew Contact Win+A
Programs Win+1
Command Line (Activate) Win+C
Command Line {cm) Ctrl+Win+F7
Turn Off Computer Win+5
Ward 2003 Win+W
Promtx Ctrl+shift+Q
Prompt Ctrl+shift+F
Calculator Ctrl+5hift+C
System Win4F10
Far Ctrl+shift+F
Motepad Ctrl+5hift+M
SCDWriter Cirl+alt+0
Development Alt+0
Flugins Win+Q
Spy++ Cirl+Shift+5
tbHost Win+3
ToDa Win+T

[ Ok l [ Cancel ] App

This tab displays the list of keyboard shortcuts used in True Launch Bar. You can right-click on any

shortcut on the list to open the context menu. The menu has the following items:

- Edit — changes selected hotkey. You will be asked to choose a new keyboard shortcut for the

selected action.

« Clear Hotkey — deletes selected hotkey.

«  Show menu — opens a menu with the shortcut for selected hotkey.
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3.16 System Inforation

% True Launch Bar Settings - &TLB

557 General options

% Toolbar

EH Menu appearance
T skins

3 Colors

a Fonts

.| Transparency
e Mouse
Context menu
;‘J Tips

B Metrics

&4 Icon sizes

".L Auto sensing

Q Toolbars

P Hotkeys

m Registration
&) About

System information

Cperating System: Microsoft Windows ¥P Professional

version 5,1, 2600 Service Pack 2

Shell Version: 6.0,2900,.2763
IE Version: 6.0, 2900, 2180
Computer Mame: LAPTOP

User Mame: Administration

Installed True Launch Bar's plugins

Address Book 0,1.0.0 e
Battery Manitar 1.2.0.0 =
Calculator 1.0.0.0 =
CD Control 3.2.0.0
Command Line 3.4.0.0
Drive Space 2.3.0.0
Empty Button 0.0.0,0
Kev State 1.0.0.0 v

[ Generate Bug Report

[ o

) [

l [ Cancel

This tab shows brief information on your system and the list of available plugin and their versions.
Clicking on the “Generate Bug Report” button will open a new e-mail message window with the
filled system information. Use this window to describe your problem and send a message to the
support service.
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3.17 Registration

€% True Launch Bar Settings - Quick Launch

&7 General aptions License owner & Registration

% Toolbar

FH Menu appearance

P Ski
@ skins This copy is licensed to: UNREGISTERED
3 Colors )
License type: DEMO YER.SION
a Fonts
) Transparency Support by E-Mail
&7 Mouse Online support
Context menu : :
: | Enterkey | [ Buy now!
;J Tips
B Metrics

&4 Icon sizes
:;L Auto sensing
Q Toolbars

P Hotkeys

j:_iJ System Info

¢i Registration
&) About

[ 0K ][ Cancel ] App

This tab displays registration status and name of the person this copy of True Launch Bar is
registered to. When you click on the “Enter Key” button, the program will ask you to enter the
registration data you receive upon submitting the registration fee. Clicking on the “Buy Now!”

button will open the purchase page on our website, where you can submit the registration fee and
receive the registration key.

This tab also provides links to our technical support website (Online support) and e-mail (Support
by E-Mail.)
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3.18 About

#7 True Launch Bar Settings - Quick Launch

&7 General aptions About True Launch Bar

% Toolbar

:[J Menu appearance ' True Launch Bar v3.2.13RC1

T skins i a Copyright © 2000-06 Tardex

g
3 Colors
Licensed to:  Yuri Kobets
&1 Fonts
True Launch Bar web site
.| Transparency
Support by E-Mail

= Mouse

i} Support Forums

W Context

ortext mend Frequently Asked Questions

"') Tips True Launch Bar plug-ins library

&) Metrics skins library

&4 Icon sizes By Now!

:;L Auto sensing

E Toolbars WARMNING: This computer program is protected by copyright
. law and international freaties. You cannot reproduce or
-2 Hotkeys distribute the registered versions of this program.
j_._iJ System Info

P registration
T — o J (o ) (o

This tab displays version number and owner information for this copy of True Launch Bar. It also
has a number useful links to online resources on True Launch Bar.

4 Context Menu

All operations over True Launch Bar are done through the context menu. The context menu can be
opened by right-clicking on any button or any other object. The majority of menu items change
settings just for the object you right-clicked on. Please keep in mind that context menus may
significantly differ for different objects, depending on the menu template selected in the context
menu settings. Right-clicking on an item while holding the SHIFT key pressed will open the default
context menu that contains all available commands regardless to current template settings.
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Copy
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Properties

This figure displays an exemplary grouping of menu items by action object:

1. So-called “Shell Menu” is the regular menu, which you see when you right-click on a file
or folder in Windows Explorer. The items of this menu apply to the button you right-clicked
on. The action is performed on the system level; i.e. selecting “Delete” will actually delete
the file or folder from disk. Please use this group of items carefully. You can cut the number
of menu items in this group by disabling the “Show full shell menu” option on the “Context
menu’ tab in the settings dialog. This way, the shell menu items from “Send To” down will
not be displayed, although all other important items will remain on the menu.

2. Button Menu — this group contains the menu items that depend on the button type (shortcut,
menu, plugin, etc.) For plugins, this group contains the plugin management menu; for
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shortcuts, it has the “Find target” item, which opens Windows Explorer with the target file
(the shortcut is referring to) selected.

Common — common menu items applicable to the entire menu, in which the context menu
was open, or to the toolbar or True Launch Bar general settings.

Common for buttons — common operations for all buttons within a toolbar or menu. These
commands are applicable to the selected button and allow changing the button appearance,
renaming or deleting it, and so on.

Let’s take a closer look at all the menu items (commands):

Run All - runs all visible shortcuts within the menu. This operation is available for menus
only.

Open — opens Windows Explorer with the selected folder. This command is available for
menus only.

TLB Settings... — opens the True Launch Bar settings window.

Switch toolbar — submenu with a list of predefined toolbars. If you select a toolbar on the
list, True Launch Bar will switch the toolbar content to the new folder. Read more on
creating new toolbars in article Toolbars

Lock buttons — locks buttons on a toolbar and / or menu. The lock action depends on the
settings (Button locking). It may lock buttons either on the entire toolbar and all of its menus
or just on the active menu or toolbar.

New — opens a submenu with the list of objects that can be added to the toolbar or menu.
Once created, the new object will be inserted before the button you right-clicked on. If the
context menu was opened for a blank spot on the menu or toolbar, the new object will be
added to the end of that menu or toolbar. The “New” item’s main submenu contains the list
of available plugins that can be added to True Launch Bar. However, a number menu items
on the “New” submenu are independent of the available plugins:

«  Menu — creates new menu.

« Separator — creates new separator.

« Title — creates new separator with text.

«  Shortcut — opens Windows standard shortcut creation dialog.

+  More plugins... — opens the download page on our website with more plugins.

Arrange Icons By — a submenu with the list of available arrangement modes. Read more on
arranging buttons in article Arranging. The “Auto arrange” menu enables the automatic
arranging, when all the new files / objects will be arranged automatically, according to the
rule selected on the menu.

View — this submenu allows changing the view of a menu (View Modes), size and
appearance of menu icons, and set the number of columns to appear in the menu. There is
also the “Show Text” command on this menu, which enables showing text labels for buttons
on the toolbar.

Refresh — refreshes the content of active menu or toolbar.

Show hidden — submenu with the list of hidden items. You can select “Show All Hidden” to
enable showing all hidden buttons or select the individual buttons you want to show. This
command does not appear if the toolbar does not contain hidden items.
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Customize Menu... — opens the menu settings dialog (Customizing Menu).
Appearance — submenu with the list of commands for changing the button appearance:

«  Change Icon — opens a dialog window for selecting a new icon for the button (read
more in article Editing icons.)

- Reset Icon — resets selected icon to default.

« Change Description — changes the tip text for a selected button (read more in article
Editing popup tips text.)

« Set Image — sets an icon for the selected button. There must be an image for all three
states of the icon (read more in article Using custom button appearance.)

+ Text Color — changes button text and color.

«  Default Button — resets button icon and tip to default.

« Text Label — enables displaying text label for the button at all times.
« Icon — enables displaying icon for the button at all times.

- Icon and Text — enables displaying icon and text label at all times.

- Enable Tip — enables showing tips for the button.

+  Move Right — moves all buttons from the active one and on to the right side of the
toolbar.

- Button Properties — opens the dialog window for fine adjustment of all parameters for a
button or group of buttons on the menu or toolbar (read more in article Customizing
buttons appearance).

Related — a submenu for opening links related to the selected button. To manage related
links, click “Manage Related...” (read more in article Related Links)

Hotkey... — opens the dialog for setting a keyboard shortcut to open the selected button /
menu instantly.

Hide — hides button. When a button is hidden, it will not appear on the menu or toolbar. At
the same time, its files are not physically removed from disk.

Delete — physically removes the button and file or folder attached to it from disk. Deleting
an existing virtual folder button will not physically delete the folder attached to that button.
However, if you delete something within that virtual folder — that will physically delete
the files and folders from disk. True Launch Bar places the deleted files to Recycle Bin, so
you can restore deleted files later.

Rename — renames selected button. Opens the dialog window where you can enter the new
item name. Depending on the settings (see the “Do not change file type at rename” option),
you can change either the file name or both the name and the extension.

Protect — enables password-protecting the actions performed over a button. You can
password-protect the launch of a program, editing the button settings, deleting, and so on.
On an attempt to perform a protected action, True Launch Bar will prompt for the password
(see Password-protecting buttons).

Open in Explorer — Opens Windows Explorer with the folder that contains the file related
to the button and selects that file.
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«  Properties — opens the standard properties window for the file related to the button. For
plugins, this command opens the plugin settings window.

5 Advanced Button Settings
5.1 Editing icons

True Launch Bar allows changing icon for just about any button. To change icon, right-click on the
item to be edited, then point to the “Appearance” item on the context menu, and then select
“Change Icon”. True Launch Bar will open the icon selection window:

M Sclect lcon - &Write Uilities

FI|E name:

C:\WINDOWS system32\shell32.dll f @

Current ican:

ﬂ@_ﬁc{a:ﬁs
' xdaﬁzc‘
s-308R

?l'JIIHﬂJ

=

< | >
shell32.dl, 3
lonsze: lageicons |v]

[ Help ] l K, H Cancel ] [ Browse. .. ]

To select a file or folder with icons, click on the “Browse...” button and then select the “Browse
Icon File” item on the menu to select an icons file or folder. True Launch Bar supports the following
icon file formats: ICO, ICL, DLL, EXE, CPL, BMP, PNG, GIF, and JPEG.

The selected file or folder will appear in the “File name” field, and the icons from the file or folder
will appear on the “Current icon” list. Select the icon to be set for the button and then click “OK”.

You can change the icon size by selecting the desired size on the “Icon size” popup list. This size
will not affect the size of the icon on the button.

To find necessary icons quickly, you can bookmark frequently used icon files and folders. To create
a bookmark, click on the [E button, then select “Create Icons Library”, and then enter the bookmark
name. True Launch Bar will create a bookmark to the file / folder. To quickly open a bookmark,
click on the [E button and then click on the desired bookmark. To delete a bookmark, select the
bookmark to be deleted and then click “Delete Icons Library”.

By default, True Launch Bar already has a bookmark to Windows basic icons, such as “Standard
Windows Icons”. The menu also has the “Saved Icons” bookmark with all icons stored with the
toolbar. To save an icon with toolbar, enable the “Save icon with toolbar” option. True Launch Bar
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will copy the file to the toolbar folder. If the folder already contains a file with that name, True
Launch Bar will ask whether it should rename the new file or overwrite the existing file.

Saving icon file with toolbar can be useful for moving the settings between computers and for
restoring the settings from backup, since the icons will not depend on the physical location of files
on disk.

5.2 Editing popup tips text

True Launch Bar allows you to easily edit texts to appear button popup tips. To edit a text, right-
click on the button to be edited, then point to the “Appearance” item on the context menu, and then
select “Change Description”. True Launch Bar will display the dialog window where you can edit
the tip text:

Edit description - Development

() Custom; ) Hide (¥} Default

Enter custom caption:

Description

() Custom ) Hide (%) Default

Enter custom description:

[ Ok, l[ Cancel ]

You can edit the caption and the description texts separately. To edit a tip caption, select “Custom”
in the “Caption” group and then enter the caption in the “Enter custom caption” field. If you want
to remove caption from the tip, select “Hide” in the “Caption” group. If you select “Default”, True
Launch Bar will show the default caption, which normally repeats the button name.

To edit a tip description, select “Custom” in the “Description” group and then enter the description
in the “Enter custom description” field. Just as it was described in the previous paragraph, the
“Hide” option removes description from the tip, and the “Default” option shows the default
description.
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Enhanced tips

Launch Opera
Last run time: 09.12.03 1:20:52

The fastest Internet browser over earth
hotkey action using

CTREL+W MNew Window always
CTRL+C  Copy Text always
CTRL+Y Paste Text always

This is the test of string

CTRL+Y Paste Text always
CTRL+Y Paste Text always

. EeECH . R _RAESST RASR ¥ LN

True Launch Bar supports basic HTML tags in tips text, which you can use to enhance the
formatting of the text. The supported tags are:

Tags Description

<b>text</b> "text" will appear in bold

<i>text</i> "text" will appear in italic

<u>text</u> "text" will appear underlined

<s>text</s> "text" will appear strikeeut

<ct=0000FF> The color of the text following this tag will be
BLUE. You can set any other color in the RGB
format.

<cb=00FFFF> The background color of the text following this

tag will be CYAN. You can set any other color
in the RGB format.

<al>or <al 1> Text will be aligned by the left edge.

<al c> Text will be centered.

<al r> Text will be aligned by the right edge.

<hr=100% > Draws a horizontal line for the entire tip width.
If you set a different percentage, the line will
be smaller.
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Tags Description
<hr=50> Draws a horizontal line of 50 pixels length.
<t Tabulation. Use tabulation to create the tabular
appearance.
<br> New line.

5.3 Related links

True Launch Bar allows setting additional links for each button. Those can be links to related Web
sites or links to other programs, folders, documents related to the button. To open related links,
right-click on the True Launch Bar button and then click on the “Related” item on the context menu
that appears. You will see the list of links related to the selected button. Clicking on a link will
trigger the action assigned to the link. To add, edit or delete related links, select the “Manage
related” item on the menu:

Related links - &Write Uilities

Link Mame Link Location Mew
http: ffwww. tordex. com

Motepad c:windows'notepad. exe

< >

Mame: Tordex

Link to: http: f v, tordex, com E]

(o] Cow

To add a new link, click on the “New” button, then enter the link name in the “Name” field and
then enter the actual link in the “Link to” field. The “Link to” field may contain an Internet address,
e-mail address or full path to any program on disk.

To delete a link, select the link to be deleted on the list and then click on the “Delete” button.

To edit a link, select the link to be edited on the list and then edit the link name in the “Name” field
or edit the link address in the “Link to” field.

You can import or export related links by using the “Import” and “Export” button respectively.

5.4 Customizing buttons appearance

To customize the appearance of a button or group of buttons on a menu or on the toolbar, right-click
on the button to be customized, then point to the “Appearance” item on the context menu, and then
select “Button Properties”:
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Customize Menu items

B0 s
€ (D) DOCUMENTS

&7 (F) CD-DRIVE Button text: | |
@& () syscopy _ _
[&] Windows Explorer Right sligned text: | |
= Icon Size: Ijl
& Programs View mode Text Label
2] System Tools
g?j Control Panel Default view Align: | Left w |
] Network Connections []show textlabel [ |Bold [ 1talic
— [ ] show icon E Text colar
[ volume Control
e C d Li
E emmane Hne Default command: | | E]
O I cene: | ]
[ Turn Off Computer [ Hidden
[£] Mozilla Firefox
[ Ok l [ Cancel ]

The left part of the dialog window displays the list of buttons available on the toolbar or on the
menu. You can select several buttons at once by holding the CTRL key down and clicking on the
buttons on the list. The button properties that have been edited appear in bold.

The following properties can be edited:

« Button text — sets description text for the button. If this field is blank, True Launch Bar will
use the button name for description. You can enter any text in this field, no restrictions apply
to it.

- Right aligned text — text to appear on the right of the main text. This place normally
contains keyboard shortcut set for the item.

- Icon Size — sets size for the icon on the button. Enter zero to set the default icon size.

- Default view — sets the default view for the button; the default view is defined in the menu
settings.

« Show text label — enables showing text label for the button.
«  Show icon — enables showing icon for the button.

« Align — sets alignment for the text label. “Left” will align the text by the left edge of the
button, “Right” will align the text label by the right edge of the button, and “Center” will
align the text by the center of the button.

« Bold — displays the label text in bold.
- Ttalic — displays the label text in italic.
«  Text color — sets the label text color.

+  Default command — sets the shell command to be executed when the button is clicked on.
This property allows you to customize the default behavior of the button. For instance, you

— 57 —



can set playing all the music in the folder in your favorite media player for folders with
music. Another example — you can set the Empty action for the Recycle Bin shortcut and
empty Recycle Bin when the Recycle Bin button is clicked on. Please note: shell commands
only can be entered in this field. To see the list of all shell commands, click on the “...”
button on the left of the field.

. Context menu — sets the context menu for the button.

. Hidden — hides the button.

5.5 Using custom button appearance

True Launch Bar allows setting custom appearance for buttons. To set a custom image for a button,
right-click on the True Launch Bar toolbar, then point to the “Appearance” item on the context
menu, and then select “Set Image”:

3 state image for button r5_<|

Image file: i D:\startbuttons\Button'\Blue'eng.png w |
Save image with toolbar

Preview

T

Help [ CIK, H Cancel ]

In the “Image file” field, enter full path to the button image. Click on the “...” to select the image
file in the explorer window. Enable the “Save image with toolbar” option if you want to save the
image with the toolbar.

In the “Preview” area you can check how the button will work.

The button image file must contain an image for all three button states: “Normal”, “Pressed”, and
“Active”. These images must be of the same width and must follow one another vertically:

When a button image is set, all other styles applicable to the button will be ignored. Text labels for
the button will also be ignored.

5.6 Password-protecting buttons

To protect a button with password, right-click on the button to be protected and then select the
“Protect” item on the context menu that appears:
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Button protection

Cld Password:

MNew passward:
Confirm new password:

What to protect?

Execute

Hide fUnhide

Delete, Rename

Icon, Description, Properties

In the “Old password” field, enter the current password set for the button. Leave this field blank if
the button is not password-protected yet. In the “New password” and “Confirm new password”
field, enter the new password you want to set for the button. These fields must contain the same
password.

You may password-protect a button from the following actions / modifications:

- Execute — protects from launching button’s default command.

« Hide/Unhide — protects from hiding or showing button.

+ Delete, Rename — protects from deleting or renaming button.

« Icon, Description, Properties — protects button properties from modification.
On an attempt to perform a protected action, True Launch Bar will ask to enter the password.

IMPORTANT! This protection is not strong and may not be considered a serious barrier for
skilled users.

6 Working with True Launch Bar

6.1 Using separators

Separators are buttons of a special type, which appear as vertical or horizontal bars. Please read
article Creating Separators for more information on creating separators.

Separators are helpful for grouping different shortcuts within a menu.
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Open Office ———
———

E OpenOffice.org Base

——

ﬁ OpenOffice.org Base

———

Pt ﬁ OpenOffice.org Calc
ﬁ OpenQffice.org Calc s

e i ‘ OpenOffice.org Draw
i r CpenCffice.org Draw ;

Ty E OpenOffice.org Math
E OpenCffice.org Math

——

E OpenOffice.org Writer

—— Graphics tools ——

Z{ Paint.NET
E Photoshop Album 2.0

|
{ -.! Picasa2

g CpenOffice.org Writer

xb Paint.MET
@ Photoshop Album 2.0

o |
{J Picasa2

‘ Download Magter

é Internet Explorer é Internet Explorer
‘I Mozilla Firefox cﬁ Mozilla Firefox

In this example, we have organized our shortcuts in three groups:
+  Open Office

«  Graphics tools

—— Internet tools ——

0 Download Master

Tools (11)

. Internet tools

For the better clearness, we can add text to separators. Please note that arranging buttons will

arrange them within a group only, i.e. items will only be arranged between two separators or
between a separator and the top or bottom of the menu.

If the menu view mode is set to “Icons only” or “Icons with text”, the separators will be drawn to
the full width of the menu, just like they do for the default view mode:
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Open Office
H B @
Tl

Graphics tools

r @ e

Internet tools

0ee

Tools (11)

Separators add a number of items to the context menu:

Change title — changes the separator title. Leaving this field blank will create a separator
with no text.

Enable Expand/Collapse — enables collapsible separators. When this option is enabled, the
“-” button appears on the left of the separator. Clicking on that button or on the separator
will hide all items within that group, and the separator button will appear as “+”. Clicking
on the “+” will show all items within that group again.

Enable Run All — allows running all applications within the group. The Run button will
appear on the left of the separator bar. Clicking on that button will run all the buttons within
that group just as if you had run applications within the group one by one. This is helpful
when you need to run multiple applications at the same time.

Auto collapse — enables the automatic collapsing of a group when another group is
expanded or when the menu is closed.

Open Office
= Graphics tools

f’ Paint.NET
@ Photoshop Album 2.0

|
{J Picasa

=17 Internet tools

w Download Master
A

@ Internet Explorer

e- Mozilla Firefox

Tools (11)

This figure displays the collapsed “Open Office” group, Collapse/Expand, and the Run All buttons.

As it was mentioned above, when a group is collapsed, its buttons become hidden and appear on the
“Show Hidden” item of the context menu. A great effect can be created if you enable showing one
or a few buttons from a collapsed group. When the group is expanded, the visible buttons become
hidden, and the hidden ones will become visible. Thus the buttons will toggle every time you click
on the item.
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6.2 Recently Accessed shortcuts menu

True Launch Bar allows you to create a special menu that contains a number of shortcuts accessed
recently. To create this menu, right-click on the position where you want to create the menu, then
point to “New” on the context menu that appears, and then select “Recently Accessed”. True
Launch Bar will create the menu. You can change that menu icon the same way as you would do it
for a regular menu. The “Recently Accessed” menu is literally the same as the regular menus; you
can also set various view modes, delete the unnecessary items, and do more with that menu. All
shortcuts within that menu are arranged automatically, and you can choose the arrangement rule
between “Last run time” and “Runs count”. The maximum number of items allowed in this menu is

defined by True Launch Bar Settings.
Only one “Recently Accessed” menu can be created.

6.3 Using keyboard

If you prefer to avoid using the mouse in your work, True Launch Bar will offer you an excellent
keyboard-based work environment.

Any menu on the toolbar can be opened with a hotkey. True Launch Bar allows using all hotkey
modifiers, including <WIN> or using no modifiers at all. Use the UP and DOWN arrow to navigate
through the menu. ENTER will launch the selected shortcut or open the submenu. A submenu can
also be opened by pressing the RIGHT arrow key. To close a menu, hit ESC. To open the previous
or next menu, hold the CTRL key down and use the LEFT/RIGHT arrow keys.

You can type the first few letters of a button text to quickly select that button. If the selected button
1s a menu, True Launch Bar will open that menu. You can also use accelerators to enhance menus.

7 True Launch Bar Components Manager

TLB Components Manager is used for adding or deleting individual True Launch Bar components.
This utility allows checking True Launch Bar website for updates and downloading and installing
the updates. To open TLB Components Manager, use the shortcut in the “Programs” group of the
“Start” menu or click on the “Check for Updates” button in the True Launch Bar Settings window.
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* True Launch Bar

mponents Manager

Updating True Launch Bar
Chedk for updates | | Download and Instal |
"d Product Name Version | Status Size L
v ] ®=Languages
- [] mwl Czech language for TLE 3.2 2.0 Final Release &3.0KB
Uninstall [] =2 Dutch language for TLE w3.2 2.0 Final Release  57.9 KB
] K BFrench language for TLE v3.2 2.0 Final Release 57,5 KB
[ ] ™® German language for TLE v3.2 2.0 Final Release &7.7KB
[ ] =Hungarian language for TLE v3.2 2.0 Final Release ©8.5KB
Favarites [1 I D 1talian language for TLB v3.2 2.0 Final Release &7.5KB
- [ ] = Polish language for TLE v3.2 2.0 Final Release 63.2 KB
;,:;f [ ] EMPrortuguese language for TLE 3.2 2.1 Final Release  67.6 KB
/<; [ ] mmRussian language for TLE ¥3.2 1.0 Final Release 63.9 KB
[ ] Bl simplified Chinese for TLE v3.2 2.0 Final Release 66,4 KB
Options [] E= swedish language for TLE v3.2 1.0 Final Release 56,4 KB
. [] e Ukrainian language for TLB 3.2 2.0 Final Release 55.6 KB
0 ] Ss Plug-ins
. ] 3—1 Calculator plugin 1.0 Final Release 356 KB
Help [1 B key state plugin 1.0 Final Release 184 KB
] @'Firt.lal Desktop plugin 0.2 Beta Version 111KEB L3
] @ Media Control Players Support
] @ 1.River Media Jukebox support 1.1 Final Release 1253 KB
[ €8 Ouintessential Plaver suooort 1.0 Final Release 126 KB b

Update

The “Update” tab allows checking our website for the availability of updates, then download

and install the updates.

To check the website for updates, click on the “Check for updates” button. When the list of
available components is loaded from the server, the program will display the list of available

updates where you can see the component name, version, status, and file size.

Select the components you want to download and install and then click on the “Download
and Install” button. TLB Components Manager will download and install the selected

components.
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Uninstall

* True Launch Bar Components Manager

Select installed component from list and dick Uninstall
Product Name Version S Uninstall
ddress Book plugin
Battery Maonitor plugin 1.2
@ CD Control plugin 3.2
Uninstall 1= Command Line plugin 3.4
m Drive Space plugin 2.3
Efanbarlﬂﬂﬂ support for Media Contral 2.0
-ﬂ iTunes support 2.3
. I@J.F‘.im&r Media Center 11 support 1.0
Favorites I@J.F‘.im&r Media Center support 1.1
5&/ 2 Mail Monitor plugin 1.16

b /é (B Media Control plugin 4.2
@Mediah’lnnkey support 2.1
Options @Muun Manitor plugin 1.4
ﬂMntl'lerBDard Maonitor plugin 1.0

0 E{FNet Manitor plugin 1.4 4
‘) E:-,JNEWS Reader plugin 1.2
. QProcess Viewer plugin 21
Help ] [Spacer plugin 2.1
4 System Monitor plugin 2.4
“PTLE Clock plugin 1.3

.ﬂ ToDa List plugin 1.0 b

This tab allows removing the components installed on the computer. Select the components to
be removed and then click on the “Uninstall” button.
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Favorites

* True Launch Bar Components Manager ._||_,r>__(|
P
‘ Click the action column of any item and select what to do with this component
Update

- Product Mame Version | Installed = Action ~
_ ’zf 42 True Launch Bar 3213 3213 Ask
W= Czech language for TLB v3.2 2.0 - Ask
== Dutch language for TLB v3.2 2.0 - Ask
B BFrench language for TLE w3.2 2.0 - Ask
B cerman language for TLB v3.2 2.0 - Ask
Famites == Hungarian language for TLBw3.2 2.0 - Ask B
I I itzlizn language for TLB w3.2 2.0 - Aghk
b Polish language for TLE v3.2 2.0 - Ask
EBrortuguese language for TLE w3.2 2.1 - Ask
= Fussian language for TLE v3.2 1.0 - Ask
Bl simplified Chinese for TLB v3.2 2.0 - Ask
£ = Swedish language for TLE 3.2 1.0 - Ask
b Ukrainian language for TLB v3.2 2.0 - Ask
e Rl Flug-ins Ask
Help £ Address Book plugin 0.1 0.1 Ask
ﬂ Battery Manitar plugin 1.2 1.2 Ask
(&) o0 Control plugin 3.2 3.2 Ask
;.}T-J Calculator plugin 1.0 - Ask
=4 Command Line plugin 3.4 3.4 Ask ¥

This tab allows you to set your preferences. On the list against each component, you can edit
TLB Components Manager’s actions to be performed if the update is available. The following
options are available:

Ignore — ignores the component. The component will not appear on the list of the
available components.

Ask — displays the component on the list of the available updates and marks the
component for the following download and installation.

Ask (do not select) — displays the component on the list of the available updates but
does not mark it for the following download and installation.

Install stable version — installs the stable versions only and ignores the beta versions.
This option can be selected when the automatic installation of updates is enabled.

Install latest version — installs all updates. This option can be selected when the
automatic installation of updates is enabled.
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Options

* True Launch Bar Components Manager

f"‘ TLB Components Manager Options

Connection
Update Connection: | Direct connection v |
b Proxy server:
~ | |
Uninstall Proxy login: | |

* Proxy password: | |

Select currently not installed components

Fawvarites

/},

[ Clear downloaded files ] [ View downloaded files

Y

Help

This tab provides the options for setting up the Internet connection.
« Connection — connection type. One of the following options can be selected:
« Direct connection — connect to the Internet directly, not using proxy servers.

« Use Internet Explorer Settings — use connection settings from Internet Explorer.
If you use a proxy server, enter your login and password for accessing the proxy
server.

- Via named proxy — use a specific proxy server. Enter the proxy server connection
settings.

«  Proxy server — proxy server address.

« Port — proxy server port.

«  Proxy login — user name for accessing the proxy server.

«  Proxy password — password for accessing the proxy server.

+ Select currently not installed components — marks new components that are to be
installed.

- Clear downloaded files — clears cache from the received files.

« View downloaded files — opens the downloaded files folder.
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8 Solutions for Typical Problems
The toolbar height is greater than the standard when True Launch Bar starts

This often occurs when the non-standard Windows XP themes are used. To cut the toolbar
height, reduce the size of buttons on the toolbar. That can be achieved through the “Metrics”
options of the “TLB Settings” window. To change the button size, reduce the “Height” value
in the “Button margins” group. You may also want to cut the “Width” value to preserve the
square form for the buttons.

The “invalid height” problem may also be related to the excessive sizes of a button on the
toolbar. Maybe a plugin icon height is too great. If that’s the case, try changing the skin used
in that plugin.

Hotkeys in Virtual Folders do not work after restarting

The content of virtual folders loads only when they are accessed for the first time. Right when
you start your system, True Launch Bar does not “know” of the virtual folders content and
cannot process those folders’ hotkeys. Once the folder has been opened, True Launch Bar will
continue to process that folder’s hotkeys properly.

Virtual folders add the “Load on Startup” option to the “Appearance” item of the context
menu. When this option is enabled, True Launch Bar will load the content of the virtual folder
on startup, thus the hotkeys will be available immediately after restarting.

Unable to move buttons on the toolbar and/or menu to other locations

One of the causes for that may lie in the enabling of the button lockup option. Unlock the
button, and you will be able to move them.

The second cause of the enabled automatic arranging of the buttons. In this case, the button
gets back to its original position whenever you try to move it somewhere else. Right-click on
the toolbar or menu, then point to “Arrange Icons By” on the context menu and then deselect
the “Auto Arrange” item.

True Launch Bar does not appear after the computer is restarted

This is usually a result of some “optimizers” activities. Run the registry editor (regedit.exe)
and open the registry key:

HKEY CURRENT USER\Software\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Policies\Explorer
Set to zero or delete the following values:

« NoSaveSettings

+ NoCloseDragDropBands

«  NoMovingBands

Restart the computer. After the first time you reboot your computer, True Launch Bar may
still not appear. Open True Launch Bar manually and reboot the computer again.

Unable to create a toolbar with two rows of buttons

This often occurs when the non-standard Windows XP themes are used or when the height of
a plugin button is too great. True Launch Bar has the “Sizing Step” option to solve this
problem. It is usually enough to set this parameter to zero, and True Launch Bar will
automatically find the best height. If you are unable to get the second row of buttons, set the
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“Sizing step” value equal to the toolbar icon size and then add to this value until the height
good enough for creating the second row of buttons.

— 68 —



	1 Getting Started
	1.1 Starting True Launch Bar
	1.2 Basic methods of using True Launch Bar
	1.3 True Launch Bar objects
	1.4 Creating shortcuts using Drag&Drop
	1.5 Creating shortcuts using the context menu
	1.6 Creating separators
	1.7 Creating plugins
	1.8 Deleting objects
	1.9 Hiding objects

	2 Menus
	2.1 Creating menus
	2.2 Icon sizes
	2.3 View modes
	Default
	Icons only
	Icons with text
	Multicolumn text menu

	2.4 Arranging menus
	2.5 Inheritance of settings
	2.6 Customizing menu
	Options
	Overlay image
	Filtering folder


	3 True Launch Bar Settings
	3.1 General Options
	“Profiles” button 
	“Backup” and “Restore” buttons
	“Check for Updates” button
	Settings password
	Button locking
	Load virtual folders in background
	Enable Accelerators
	Do not change file type at rename
	Expand shortcuts to folders
	Process WIN key
	Save icons with toolbar
	Number of programs on the Recent menu
	Show hidden files

	3.2 Toolbar
	Hide toolbar title
	Lock toolbar
	Same width for all buttons with text
	Default alignment
	Minimum size
	Sizing step
	Overlay image
	Draw method
	Image position

	3.3 Menu appearance
	Show menu caption
	Show items number
	Show large icons
	Flat menu items
	Show arrow on menu button
	Show menu item hotkey
	Caption text to the top
	Do not cut off caption
	Show shadow
	Flat menu (XP Style)
	Animate collapse/expand
	Fix the noise effect
	Run submenu on mouse click
	Run submenu on ENTER
	Titles align
	Columns
	Scrolling type
	Scroll value
	Scroll time
	Always show as file

	3.4 Skins
	Skin name
	Apply skin to
	Installing skins

	3.5 Colors
	Menu colors
	Toolbar colors

	3.6 Fonts
	3.7 Transparency
	3.8 Mouse
	Auto popup next first-level menu
	Close menu if mouse is over other toolbar button
	Popup menu on mouse hover
	Run shortcuts on mouse hover
	Auto close menu on mouse leave
	Use auto-close only for menus
	Popup submenu on mouse hover

	3.9 Context menu
	Menu templates for
	Show icons in the context menu
	Show full shell menu

	3.10 Tips
	Tips style
	Show tip
	Close tip
	Show tips in menu
	Show icons on tips
	Show last run time in tooltips
	Show runs count in tooltips
	Max tips width

	3.11 Metrics
	Max menu width
	Max menu height
	Button margins
	Max width on buttons with text
	Left/Right margin of icon view menu

	3.12 Icon sizes
	3.13 Auto sensing
	Using Auto-sensing

	3.14 Toolbars
	3.15 Hotkeys
	3.16 System Inforation
	3.17 Registration
	3.18 About

	4 Context Menu
	5 Advanced Button Settings
	5.1 Editing icons
	5.2 Editing popup tips text
	Enhanced tips

	5.3 Related links
	5.4 Customizing buttons appearance
	5.5 Using custom button appearance
	5.6 Password-protecting buttons

	6 Working with True Launch Bar
	6.1 Using separators
	6.2 Recently Accessed shortcuts menu
	6.3 Using keyboard

	7 True Launch Bar Components Manager
	Update
	Uninstall
	Favorites
	Options

	8 Solutions for Typical Problems

